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Acknowledgement of Country

I acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Australia and recognise their 

continuing connection to land, water and culture.   I acknowledge the 

custodians of the unceded lands on which this presentation was 

prepared, the Gadigal and Wangal people, and pay respect to Elders 

past and present. 

 I also acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the unceded Country on 

which you are currently on and pay respect to any Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander person present today.

.
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▪ One thing, however, remains constant in animal racing industries of all 

forms – there will always be too many animals at any point in time 

because the animal racing industries are pyramids with very little room 

at the top, and success is ephemeral.

3



The term overproduction has been useful in the quest to improve animal welfare, but I 

believe that its limits mean that we should not overly invest in the use of this term in the 

future.  There are six reasons why this is the case.

1.  The term overproduction privileges economics and the notions of supply and demand. 

2.  It is debatable as to whether overproduction is occurring today. 

3.  The matter of time and changes over time.

4.  A question of matching supply and demand.

5.  It is at the scale of an industry and at the time frame of an industry.

6.  Overproduction puts the emphasis on the thoroughbred breeders.
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Thoroughbred Welfare Initiative, 2021, 12

▪ The annual Australian thoroughbred foal crop has been about 13,000 in 

recent years, which is a decrease of around 30% from the late 1990s. 

Furthermore, a greater proportion of these foals is being registered to 

race and is competing on the racetrack. Despite this trend, several 

submissions stated there was overproduction, that more thoroughbreds 

than needed were being produced. Others, including Racing NSW, 

argued the opposite. The TAWWG found there was insufficient evidence 

to say whether there is overproduction. 
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Racing Australia, 2024, 45
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Sydney to Perth 3294 km

Sydney to Auckland 2156.52 km

Melbourne to Christchurch 2406.45 km
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Breeding a Sprinter
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Breeding a Stayer
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Conclusion

▪ The term overproduction has been useful but is rightly contested. 

▪ It does not focus on the whole life of the individual horse.  The term arguably reduces 
ethics to numbers, and to an extent misplaces the onus for change.  

▪ The notion of overbreeding, or overproduction, cannot be solved within the current 

structures of competitive sports industries that are animal-based.   There will always be 

animals, including expensively bred animals, that at some point in their life are unwanted by 

the industry.

▪   There will always be too many – we just don’t know which ones and when it will happen 

in an animal’s life at the time when breeders are planning a mating, or when an animal is 

conceived or born, or even when it is sold as a weanling or yearling.  

▪ Therefore, we need to focus on

▪  the whole of life experiences of individual animals 

▪ the entire thoroughbred breeding and racing industry in order to improve animal welfare.
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